




 
LHS MAT COACH LEAVING 
Friday, April 17, 1998 

Longtime Lawrence High wrestling coach Jim Beltch has taken early retirement, turning 
in his resignation on Wednesday. 

Beltch, 57, had been a head wrestling coach for 34 seasons, including the past 29 at LHS. 
He also resigned his position as psychology teacher. 

``It's the hardest thing I've done in my whole life,'' Beltch said. ``It kept me up at night for 
a whole week. I've been an emotional wreck ever since I turned in my paperwork.'' 

Beltch has tentatively accepted a teaching position at Kansas City (Mo.) Park Hill South, 
where former LHS principal Brad Tate is now principal. 

While at LHS, Beltch coached an estimated 800 wrestlers and produced 36 state 
medalists, including two state champions. 

Beltch's 29 years as a head coach at LHS ranks second all-time at the high school behind 
former track and cross country coach Steve Sublett's 31 years. 

Beltch becomes the second longtime LHS coach to resign in the past six months. 
Volleyball coach Joan Wells resigned in November after 27 years as the program's lone 
head coach. 
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	Check_Wrestler: Off
	Check_Coach: Yes
	Check_Contributor: Yes
	Name: James L. Beltch
	Address: 3101 Flint Drive
	City: Lawrence
	State: KS
	Zip: 66047
	Prefix: 785
	Phone: 843-1523
	Prefix2: 
	Phone2: 
	College: Fort Hays State University
	State2: KS
	YrGraduated: 1964
	YrsCollege: 4
	WonLoss: 
	AllAmerican: 2
	NationalChampion: 0
	Weight: 115
	Coach: Dr. Walter Kroll
	SpecHonors1: Three (3) time Missouri Valley Conference Champion, Third - Great Plains AAU
	SpecHonors2: NAIA National Championships: 1961 - Third Place Finish; 1962 - Second Place Finish 
	WonLoss2: 16-2
	Club: 
	LastYr: 
	NatlHonors1: 
	NatlHonors2: 
	NatlHonors3: 
	INatlHonors1: 
	INatlHonors2: 
	INatlHonors3: 
	School1: Atwood Middle School
	SchYrs1: 1964-1965
	WonLoss_C1: 6-1
	School2: Wellington High School
	SchYrs2: 1965-1969
	WonLoss_C2: 36-12
	School3: Lawrence High School
	SchYrs3: 1969-1998
	WonLoss_C3: 291-133
	ContHonors1: Director of the Wrestling Tournament for the Sunflower State Games for past sixteen (16) years.
	ContHonors2: USA Wrestling Kansas Kids Official of the Year - 2004
	ContHonors3: 
	ContHonors4: 
	Born: 09/20/1940
	Birthplace: Tulsa, Oklahoma
	Died: 
	WrRec1: 1958 Kansas High School State Wrestling Champion
	WrRec2: for Goodland High School at 95 lbs.
	WrRec3: 
	OtherlHonors1: 
	OtherlHonors2: 
	CollegeExtra1: Sky Diving
	CollegeExtra2: 
	HSHonors1: Goodland High School Senior Class President
	HSlHonors2: 
	Position: Counselor
	Firm: Park Hill South High School
	FormerEmplmt1: Lawrence High School, twenty nine (29) years.  Wellington High School,
	FormerEmplmt2: four (4) years, and Atwood School District.
	Civic1: Selected as "Teacher of the Year" by the graduating senior class at Lawrence 
	Civic2: High School nine (9) times.
	Leader1: Serve on the Board of Directors for Headquarters Counseling Center, Lawrence
	Leader2: 
	MilitaryLeader1: 
	Marital: Rosie
	Maiden: Pfannenstiel
	Children1: James (1968), Laura (1966) and Michele (1963). 
	Children2: 
	Hobbies: Officiating at Kansas Kids Tournaments
	Relatives: 
	MailingAddress: 1892 SW Adams Road, Towanda, Kansas   67144-9199
	Prefix3: 316
	Phone3: 541-2764


